INTRODUCTION                     aax

Viking.   His best poems almost synchronised, for lie
wrote c A Song of Autumn' in October or November

1868,   and   published   'Doubtful   Dreams'   in   The
Colonial Monthly of December 1868, while in January
1869 he wrote, reclining on a bough of an old gum-tree
at Yallum, 'The Sick Stockrider,' 'How We Beat the
Favourite,' ' From the Wreck,' and ' Wolf and Hound.'
In September 1867 he had brought out his first volumes,
Sea-Spray and Smoke-Drift and AsJitaroth.               4

He went on winning steeplechases to the middle of

1869,  and writing fine poems at intervals.   Then he
established hirnseH and his wife in the lodging at
Brighton, which proved to be his last home.   From
that time onwards he seems to have won few races
and written few poems.    In  truth, his  mind was
beginning to be filled up with the idea of succeeding
to the Esslemont estate, to which, as head of his family,
his friends at home believed him to be entitled.

Esslemont is a fine mansion in Aberdeenshire, with
a good rent-roll attached to it, and, though Gordon had
no desire to play the laird, he would have liked the
income to help him to provide for his wife; and he
doubtless would have liked those who had refused to
allow Mm to compete in the Ladies' Purse Steeple-
chase in South Australia to see him installed in the
' Barony' of Esslemont. The sporting chance he had
of obtaining it did not conduce to his following up
quietly the fair prospects and the fame of a career of
steeplechasing, training, and writing which lay open
before him, and in March 1870 the need of immediate
ready money made him accept, against his judgment,
the mount on Prince Rupert which led to the fall from
which he never properly .recovered. When, three